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Donate Now

Lawn, Landscape & Common Name: nordic inkberry

Garden Design Type: Broadleaf evergreen

Edible Gardening Help us improve Plant

Family: Aquifoliaceae Finder.
Advice, Tips & Resources Zone: 310 9
Plants of Merit Height: 3.00 to 4.00 feet

Sustainable Gardening Spread: 3.00 to 4.00 feet

Gardening Education &
Classes

Bloom Time: May to June

Bloom Description: Greenish-white
Visit the Center for Home

Gardening Sun: Full sun to part shade

Gardening Help Site Map Water: Medium to wet
Maintenance: Low
Suggested Use: Hedge, Naturalize, Rain Garden

Flower: Insignificant

Gardening Help Search
Leaf: Evergreen
\ | Other: Winter Interest
M’ Tolerate: Rabbit, Deer, Erosion, Wet Soil, Air

Pollution
Join our
Horticulture Staff

Garden locations

Determine Your Culture
Growing Zone Easily grown in average, medium to wet soils in full sun to part shade. Adaptable to both
light and heavy soils. Tolerates wet soils. Prefers rich, consistently moist, acidic soils in
Plant full sun. Good shade tolerance, however. Avoid neutral to alkaline soils. Inkberries are
. dioecious (separate male and female plants). Female plants need a male pollinator in
Finder order to produce the berry-like drupes that are characteristic of the species and cultivars.

Prune to shape in early spring just before new growth begins. Plants generally need
minimal pruning unless used as a hedge (perhaps best grown as an informal hedge).
Remove root suckers regularly if colonial spread is not desired.

NORDIC is a male selection that produces no fruit.

Noteworthy Characteristics

Ilex glabra, commonly called inkberry or gallberry, is a slow-growing, upright-rounded,
stoloniferous, broadleaf evergreen shrub in the holly family. It typically matures to 5-8’
tall, and can spread by root suckers to form colonies. It is native to the coastal plain from
Nova Scotia to Florida to Louisiana where it is most commonly found in sandy woods and
peripheries of swamps and bogs. Spineless, flat, ovate to elliptic, glossy, dark green leaves
(to 1.5” long) have smooth margins with several marginal teeth near the apex. Leaves
usually remain attractive in winter unless temperatures dip well below zero. Greenish
white flowers (male in cymes and female in cymes or single) appear in spring, but are
relatively inconspicuous. If pollinated, female flowers give way to pea-sized, jet black,
berry-like drupes (inkberries to 3/8" diameter) which mature in early fall and persist
throughout winter to early spring unless consumed by local bird populations. Gallberry
honey is a highly-rated honey that results from bees feeding on inkberry flowers. This
honey is locally produced in certain parts of the Southeastern U.S. in areas where
beekeepers release bees from late April to early June to coincide with inkberry flowering
time. Dried and roasted inkberry leaves were first used by Native Americans to brew a
black tea-like drink, hence the sometimes used common name of Appalachian tea for this
shrub.

Genus name comes from the Latin name Quercus ilex for holm oak in reference to the
foliage similarities (holm oak and many of the shrubs in the genus Ilex have evergreen
leaves).
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Specific epithet means smooth in reference to plant leaf surfaces.

llex glabra 'Chamzin' NORDIC - Plant Finder

‘Chamzin' is a compact, rounded, male cultivar that is commonly sold under the trade
name of NORDIC. It was discovered as a clone growing in a block of Ilex at Lake County
Nursery Exchange, Perry, Ohio. It grows 3-4’ tall and as wide. In comparison to the
species, NORDIC is a more compact plant with denser growth, has darker green foliage, is
less likely to sucker and is winter hardy to USDA Zone 3. U.S. Plant Patent PP6,962 was

issued on August 1, 1989.

Problems

No serious insect or disease problems. Leaf spot is an occasional problem. Spider mites
may appear, especially in dry conditions. Susceptible to chlorosis (yellowing of leaves) in

high pH (alkaline) soils.

Garden Uses

Mass or group. Excellent for shrub borders, foundation plantings or as a low hedge. Also
effective naturalized in moist woodland gardens or in moist locations near streams or
ponds. This species is noted for its ability to perform well in wet sites.
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EE Missouri Botanical Garden
4344 Shaw Blvd., St. Louis, MO 63110
(314) 577-5100  hours and admission

Butterfly House
Faust Park, 15193 Olive Blvd.
Chesterfield, MO 63017
(636) 530-0076  hours and admission

Shaw Nature Reserve
Hwy. 100 & I-44 Gray Summit, MO 63039
(636) 451-3512  hours and admission

Privacy Policy | Conditions | Copyright | Affiliations | Site Map

a0l

2/2


http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderSearch.aspx
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/donate.aspx
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/members/become-a-member.aspx
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/members.aspx
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/visit.aspx
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/gardens-gardening/your-garden/help-for-the-home-gardener.aspx
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/gardens-gardening/for-horticulturists-gardening-professionals.aspx
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/learn-discover.aspx
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/plant-science/plant-science/info-for-researchers.aspx
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/visit.aspx
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/things-to-do.aspx
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/gardens-gardening.aspx
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/learn-discover.aspx
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/sustainability-conservation.aspx
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/plant-science/plant-science/about-science-conservation.aspx
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/about.aspx
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/donate.aspx
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/members.aspx
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/shopping-and-dining.aspx
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/about/additional-information/volunteer.aspx
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/about/additional-information/jobs.aspx
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/media.aspx
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/about/additional-information/contact-us.aspx
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/visit/the-garden/hours-admission.aspx
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/visit/family-of-attractions/butterfly-house.aspx
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/visit/family-of-attractions/butterfly-house/visit-the-butterfly-house/hours-admissions.aspx
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/visit/family-of-attractions/shaw-nature-reserve.aspx
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/visit/family-of-attractions/shaw-nature-reserve/visit-shaw-nature-reserve/hours-admission.aspx
http://www.facebook.com/missouribotanicalgarden
http://twitter.com/mobotgarden
http://plus.google.com/116466161982613583049
http://www.flickr.com/people/mbgarchives/
http://www.youtube.com/mobotvideo
http://www.instagram.com/mobotgarden
http://www.pinterest.com/mobotgarden
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/privacy-policy.aspx
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/conditions.aspx
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/conditions.aspx
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/affiliations.aspx
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/site-map.aspx

